What I Remember of the Benjamin Brown Family
By George H. Crosby, Jr., Evanston , Wyoming, 1933

For some ten years I have felt that I ought to record what I know about the
Benjamin Brown Family, but I haven't gat at it. Since a Brown family reunion is to be
held at Eagar on the fifteenth of August, 1933, I am writing this sketch;, am making eight
copies and sending on e copy to the Church Historian's Office in Salt Lake City, one to
the Stake Clerk of the St. John's Stake for filing, one to the H. Manley Brown Family,
father of President Hugh B. Brown of the Granite Stake , am keeping one myself, and the
other four I am sending on for you to distribute there.

Benjamin Brown, my great grandfather, was living near thetown of Portlande in
ChautauquaCounty in the western part of the state of New Y ork, alongin the 1830s He
records tha his father was named Asa Brown and we know tha Asa Brown's father was
also named Asa, buttha isasfar as we have been able to treace our genealogy. Benjamin
Brown married Sarah Mumford. Alongin the late 20s he records tha onenight after he
had got his clothing damp, hewas sitting with his back to thefireplace drying his clothes
and thinking about religious matters when an angel appeared to him and told him to join
noneof the churches because the true church was not on the earth but would be in the
near future. Some time later he heard Mormonism preached and recognized it as the true
god. It was through him that the Browns the Croshys and the Mumfords joined the
church.

After they joined the Church, they waited for some time hoping tha the father of
the Crodys Joshua by name, and the wife of Benjamin Brown would aso join the
church, but they didn't Joshua Crosby stayed on his farm near Portland, now a town of
about five hunded people, and his wife Hanneéh Cann Crosby, [and the six Crosby
children] , the Mumfords and the Brownsin the late summer of 1838 went west to join
the Mormon people in Far West they got word that the Latter-day Saint people had been
driven out of Missoun and so the company turned and went northwesterly and joined the



Latter-day Saint people a Quincy. In the spring of 1839 all three families located at
Nauvooand hdped to settle tha place.

In Nauvoo Benjamin Brown was made Bishop of the Fourth Ward and remained
such as long as Nauvoo was in existance. When the Saints had been driven out of
Nauvoo and located at Winter Quarters, he was Bishop of the Fifteenth-Sixteenth Ward,
and when Salt Lake City was settled he was the first Bishop of the Fourth Ward and
remained as such for something like sixteen years, as | remember it.

Benjamin Brown and his wife, Sarahb Mumford Brown, had some other children
but the only ones tha grew to maturity, as far as | know, were Lorenzo Brown and
Homer Brown. Homer located at Taylorsville and many of his descendants are there
yet.

Let me pause hereto tell of an interesting inddent in my own life. In 18901 took
Aunt Maude John®n Crosby and her children to Navajo Springsto go by railroad to thar
new home in Salt Lake City. | hauled back some cattle buyea's with cowboyswho were
buying steers at the LongH Ranch-- onewas an old gentleman with a gray beard. When
we got on top of theridgesouth of Navajo we could see the White Mountains and theold
gentiman said:

"Look at those mountins yonde, do people live up there by them?' | told him they
did.

"Wha do they do?Wha kind of people are they?" | answvered, "There are the non
Mormon Americanswho raise cattle, Mexicanswho raise shegp, and Mormonswho farm
land.

"TheMormond | used to live amongthe Mormons one."

"Wherewastha?' | queied.

"In York State when Smith started preaching and some of owr naghboisjoined the"
"Whowere they?' | asked.

"There were the Browns, the Crosbys and the Mumfords”

"Those are my people,” | said.

"YouareaMormon, areyou?' asked he

"Yes, and my nameis Crodhy. My mother was a Brown and my great grandmother was a
Mumford."



"What relation are you?' was the next question, "to Jesse Wentworth Croshy?

"Heis my grandfather.”

His arms went around me, tears came to his eyes, and as he hugged me he said, "I have
foundJesse's grandson.”

The next question was, "Where is Fannie?" | showed him the Esquadilla Moutain
and said, "Fannie lives jud to thewest of tha big blue mountin.”

"I should have married Fannie," said the old gentleman, "but when she joined the
Mormonsit broke usup and shemarried Lorenzo."

What avisit heand | did have on to the LongH Ranch, all tha evening and the
next morning. The Browns, Croshys Mumfords and the Richardsons had lived near
Portland in practically alittle community by themselves.

The Seventh Ward was really home ward of the Crodys in Salt Lake and
Benjamin Brown lived right in the edge of the Seventh Ward all the time he was Bishop
of the Fourh Ward. He and his wife, Sarah Mumford Brown, died after | can remember
and | think in 1880,both of them dying closely together.

Lorenzo Brown and his wife, Frances Crosuy, lived there in the Seventh Ward
and in 1861they were called to go and hdp settle St.George Up to tha time the mog
interesting thing in the life of Lorenzo Brown had been atrip he had made to Las Vegas,
now in Nevadaand once in Arizonaand when he was there in 1856in New Mexico. He
has kept a day-by-day accountof tha womderful trip and | will have copies of hisjoumd
made and sent outto variousbranches of thefamily alittle later on.

Lorenzo Brown was of a mechanical turn and he hdped to build the Salt Lake
Theatre and many of the early day buildingsof St.George However, right after he went
to St.George he went into the sawmill busness and he and his sonshad sawmillsin Pine
Valley. It was at their sawmill that a great dedl of the lumber that was used to build the
big organ in the Salt Lake Tabernacle was sawed. The timber of northern Utah wasn't
very goodbut tha of the Pine Valley mountins was more like the timber of the Kaibab
Plateau and of the central Arizong and GrandpaBrown saved every [clear piece] pole of
his lumber for alongtime and sent it by ox team to Salt Lake City. The organ has since
been remodled but a great deal of the lumber tha he sawed at his sawmill is still in tha

wondeful ingrument.



As we al know, the children of Lorenzo Brown and his wife, Frances Crosby
Brown, were: Benjamin Brown, Edward Mumford Brown, Sarah Hannéh Brown Crosby
Brown, and Lorenzo John Brown. Edward Mumford Brown died childless but the others
have left largefamilies.

Grandpaand Granma Brown settled in St. George and Pine Valey and Grandpa
worked a great deal on the St. George Temple. His son Edward had four mules and is
said to to have hauled mote rock with his four mules than any other rock hauler for Utah's
first temple. When thatemple was completed, Grandpaand Grandma were given alife's
mission to work in thetemple.

In Januay 1878 our grandfather, Lorenzo Brown, was selected to be Bishop of
the LeedsWard, but Erastus Snow didn't want to take him away from temple work and so
my father was sent there in his stead. However, in 1880 when Arizona was beng
colonized, they needed people with a sawmill and cattle so they called GrandpaBrown
and his three boys to go to Arizona The three sonsleft in the fall of 1880and after a
short stay at Snowflake located in Nutriosn. Grandpaand Granma stayed in St. George
untl the fal of 1883 and then they too went to Nutrioso and in the spring of 1886 my
father and mother went there. Unde Ed'sfamily returned to St. Georgein 1890,ten years
after hemoved to Arizong and in St. George he spent therest of hislife. However, Unde
Ben, Unde Johnand Mother stayed in Arizona

My father was called to be Bishop of RoundValley in June 1886 bang ingalled
onthefourth day of July and he and mother moved to RoundValley later that fall. Unde
Ben and Unde John moved down there about twelve or thirteen years later, so Edga is
really the great home of the descendants of Lorenzo Brown and his wife, Frances Croshy
Brown.

This article is getting long but | want to tell a few interesting stories. First of all,
about Hugh B. Brown now President of the Granite Stake. Hugh was taken to Canada
when asmall boy and he showed wondeful ability as aleader gota goodded of military
trainingin Canada He distinguished himself with the Canadiansin the World War batle
when Vimy Ridge was taken away from the Germans Hugh was badly woundel and
taken to England to a hogital. He was wined and dined by the English aristocracy and
when he had sufficiently recovered went to Canada where he received wondeful



declarations from the Canadian govanment and wondeful attention. He came back to
England and a sick boy in the hospital sent for him. Hugh thoughtthe boy wanted some
hdp with compensation matters perhgps The boy wasn't doing well and when Hugh
came to his bedsde he said: "Aren't you a Latter-day Saint Elde?' Hugh said he was
and the boy asked him to administer to him. Hugh got oil, consecrated it and
administered to the boy and the boy began picking up right then and got well. Hugh got
to contemplating tha althoughhe pad little attention to church and beng an Elder, tha
he had a power tha was greater and worth more than the King of England had. When he
returned home he went, with tha wondeful leadership of his, into church work. When
theLethbridge Stake was created in Canada hewas madeitsfirst president and aboutsix
or seven years ago was released and came to Salt Lake. Within eighteen months he has
built himself up to the presidency of the Granite Stake, one of the largest in the church
with a popuktion of thirteen thousand. | congder him one of the ablest church men and
one of the best speakers in the church today. He is a son of H. Manley Brown and a
grandon of Homer Brown, hisfather bengfirst cousn to Unde Ben, Unde Johnand my
mother.

| would like to say something aboutthe career of Charles S. Brown, also known
as "Farmer Brown" but he is close to home to you folks and you can ge& that for
yourselves.  Some interesting thingsregarding our branch of thefamily in Arizona An
unfortunae thing was tha when the St.John's Stake was organized on July 23, 1887,
Lorenzo Brown, who was one of the best educated men in the new stake and who had
doneso much for the people, was not recognized in the stake organization. He never got
ove theaffrontand it was avery great misfortunein thelife of avery exttaordinary man.
| talked so hard to Grandpato get him to forget it, but he never did. He was splendidly
educated and filled a good mission to England in the late 70s and was an outstanding
worker in the St. George Temple.

Benjamin Brown was one of the greatest hudlers tha eastern Arizonaever had
and in 1887 was made Bishop of the Nutrioso Ward. He resignal expecting to go to
Mexico on account of ill hedlth, but a short stya in southern Arizonaand Mexico cured
him and hewent back, lived, and died in Apache County.



Lorenzo John Brown was one of the best members of the County Boad tha
Apache County ever had. He was left alone as a county boaf member when the county
was divided and Navgjo County created. He largely selected the other two members of
the boad and on his shoulde's fell the greatest task tha any county boad membe ever
had, in the dividing of the assets of thetwo countes. He did it well, and is countd by the
solidest men of the county of the best supavisors the county ever had. He was also
Bishopof Nutrioso for agoodmany years.

My mother married her cousn, George H. Crosby, so we Crosby children are the
only ones of the three families tha have Brown, Crosby, and Mumford bloodin them. |
am proud of bdongingto all three of those families. My father was Bishop of four wards
-the only man in the history of the church to Bishop of so many--and during al of that
time my mothe made a wondefulBishop'swife. Shewas an early day school teacher in
St. George, serving for about seven years as Stake President of the Primary Association
in the St.John'sstake; and may | add tha she is the only Arizonawoman that ever had
two sonsas Judgesin the history of Arizona

This article has grown longe than | intended it. The Browns Croshys and the
Mumfords were all hudlers, they were sent out onthe frontier and hd ped settle Nauvoo,
Salt Lake City, Utah Dixie, eastern Arizona Canada and southern Idaho. They had good
horses, they worked hard, they built goodhomes, they were leadersin the church life, the
civic life, the busgness life and the social life of any community in which they lived. Up
to the last tha | knew, the family of George H. Croshy and Sarah Brown Crody, in
sending five missionaies into the field, had the record of furnishing more missionaies
than any other family in the St. John'sStake, while my brother Jesse and | were the first
two Mormon lawyers, thefirst two Mormon County Attorneys, and thefirst two Mormon

judgesin thehistory of Arizona.



